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Pasha Fehmi was seized with an attack of con-
gestion of the lungs. The English physician
who attended him assured me that his life was
in the greatest danger. It became, therefore,
necessary to consider what should be done in the
event of his death. On December 29, I tele-
graphed to Lord Rosebery :

In a conversation which Sir Elwin Palmer has had
with the Khedive, the arrangements were discussed
which, in the not improbable event of the Prime Minis-
ter's death, will become necessary. Riaz Pasha would
be the best man to appoint, as he is the only influential
Mohammedan. But the Khedive, unfortunately, very
much dislikes Riaz Pasha personally, and to force His
Highness to nominate him would be useless. Judging
from their characters, they would, before long, be sure
to quarrel. . . . Direct interference on my part will not,
I think, become necessary, and I propose, as far as
possible, to stand aside unless the Khedive should desire
to make an appointment which is highly objectionable.
With the exception of Tigrane Pasha, whom I do not
wish to see named, it matters little whom the Khedive
appoints.

My reasons for not wishing to see Tigrane
Pasha appointed were twofold. In the first
place, I felt certain that he would adopt an
Anglophobe policy. In the second place, I
thought that, as an Armenian and a Christian, he
would be unable to control Mohammedan opinion.
In discussing the matter with the Khedive, I
naturally laid greater stress on the second than